


September 17, 2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washuigton. DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell 

I am writmg to urge you to strengthen. not repcd, the few rcniaiiiiiip rules that prment nt'.u'toul 
concentration ofounerslup in the clutches of a few cxqwralions. 1 I:e ciirrrnt doinination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a hanL!Iul ( .VL~~inp~i i i .+ I drcaJ\ Januginy oiir JrmoLnc.. Alie.tdy 
draiiiatically loosened over the past decade, owneriliip rcwriL'Ii(m> 1 t i ; i i .  f.,r i,xaniplr. krep rl ';ingle i ? l r r l a i m  
network from owning stations that broadcast to iiivr.' &.in :i pcicent < ) t ' ~ I i k  Iidiwn'\ Ii<,~iics or a s m g l c  ~wnpany 
from owning m a e  than eight radio stations in the sxne markcl. 3re CNC i:illy important if we are to protect' 
oiir nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

.As America's Founding Fathcrs undcrstood, il ticc, diverse and vigorous prcss is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a fimctionmg democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the prsentation of  a 
broad range otpolitical views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and cven dangerous demagoguery have become thc norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
llke cable television and the Internet. Herz, too. however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information thc vast majority o f h c r i c a i i s  receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lohby defends repa l  of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it IS the FCC's responsibility to dcfend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of yous 90-day cGmnient period, I ani asking yoti tu stand up for the frco marketplace of  ideas supported 
by a Free, &verse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you  in thc strongest u'ay to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbqisrs ofthose who stand to benefit financially fiom changing the FCC's rules 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue, 
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Srptembri 17. 2001 

('haiimno Michnel P o ~ e l l  
bedera1 Communications Comniission 
4.i 12th Stiert SW 
LVashmgtim. DC' 20554 

D e a r  FC'C Ch.rimi.in Michael Ikwell. 

I am writing to urge you to strengtheu, not repml, the few remaining rules that prevent near tot31 
concentralion ofownc,rship in the clutches oca few corporations. The current domination of che radio, 
lxoadcast and newspnper iiidmntiies by a hniidfiil of conipanies i s  already daiiiagiiig 0111 cleinon'a 
drarnaticdly loosened over the past dec~de,  ownership restrictions that. for example. keep a single television 
nelsorh liun irwnmp stations that hoailcast to more d i m  35 percent oi'thc nation's homes oi- a single conipany 
tkm o\.viiii~g more thmi eiglit radio stations 1 1 1  the same niarket. ale ciucially iniportailt $we are to protect 
our natiuii from the \'el-) real dangers of media iuonopolies. 

A s  Americn's Foundmg Fathers understood, a free, diverse and wgoroiis press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
Lii. R liincLionmg denivcrat:y. hi recsnl drcodcs, however. rccsponsible news cwerage and the presentation o f a  
hioad range of  political views have becwiic iiicreasingly tlireatened. C:orpo1:3te chains now conwol iiearly all  
r:idio and television stdtions. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-dowii of political 
~ o ~ c ~ a g r ,  and rvm hngcruiis demagoguery h a v e  brcuinc thc norm in America's mainstream media. 

Tliosc privatc uiterests who suppwt gutting the FC'C's i w d i a  owucrship regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the mine handhl offamiliar names 
duniinntmg w h a t  iiihiination the vast  majority ofAiiiei.ic:iiis receive on a daily basis. The inassive 
trlectmmiuiiicatioiis lobby drfmds repeal of ownership regnlations o s  a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yci 11 IP t h r  FC'C's I c ~ p u i i s i h i l i ~ ~  to d r f m d  thc ri&s of cunsumcrs not coiporstions. 

A s  part uf y c m ~  00-day coiiiment pcriud. I ani asking you to stand up for the ficc riiarketplacc of tde.as supported 
by a free, diverse and indepaidsiit press by suppoi-ling and strengthening ciiment limits o n  media ownership 
cv11soI 1'1811011. 

I also ~ a i i t  t c  iirgr yon UI thr strungrst way to rcacli 01it to ordinary citizens to hear their VIZWS, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists ofthose w h o  stand lo  benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look foi-mard to hedung where yo11 stand on this unpwunt issue. 

Sincerely. 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Strect SW 
Washington, D C  20554 

September 22, 2002 

Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining FCC rules that 
prevent near total concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The 
current domination o f  the radio, broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful o f  
companies i s  already damaging our democracy. Having unfortunately been dramatically 
loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions are crucially itnportant if we are to 
protect our nation froin the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, ii free, diverse and vigorous press i s  a 
necessai-y bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, 
responsible iiews coverage and the presentation of a broad range o f  political views have 
become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio and 
klevision stations. Mirssive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down o f  
political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's 
mainstream inedia. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations 
point to new media avenues like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we 
find the same handful of familiar names dominating what information the vast majority 
of Arnei-icans receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends 
repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,". This, 
however, is a sptiriotis argument; i t  i5 the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights o f  
consumers not corporations. 

This letter i s  being sent in  rcsponse to the Commission's announced 90-day comment 
period. I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace o f  ideas supported by a free, 
diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media 
ownership consolidation. 

1 iilso urge you to reach out to ordinary citizens to heai- their views instead o f  heeding 
only the well-paid lobbyists representing those who stand to benefit financially from 
changing the FCC's media ownership rules. 

Thank you in advance for YOUI- conside~ation o f  my comments on this important 
issiie. 

Sincerely, 
s, 

/ 
(Diane M. Dunnain) 

CC: A. Houghtoii 
M .  Hinchey 

5244 Perry City Rd. 
Trumansburg, N Y  14886 
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Elizabeth Morton 
P.O. Box 
Sebastopol, CA 95473 

September 18, 2002 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I a m  writing because I am in full support of our 
maintaining freedom of the press in America. This is being 
threatened with the possibility of the repeal of .FCC rules 
that prevent near total concentration of ownership in the 
hands of a few corporations. Media monopoly goes against 
the very foundations of our country. 9ur.founding fore 
fatners counted this as essential to maintain democracy. I 
urge you to search your conscience and maintain the rules 
that have stood in our country since its inception. 

1,isten to the people who are speaking o u t  against the 
repeal of these protective FCC rules. Listen to the voice 
of America and not a few lobbyists representing people with 
vested interests that are NOT representing democracy and 
freedom of the press. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important 
issue. 

Sincerely, 

&+N*h 
Elizabeth Morton. L.C. S. W. 



David Hughes 
2700 Butler Avenue 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining 
rules that prevent near total concentration of ownership in the 
clutches o f a  few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is 
already damaging our democracy. Already dramatically loosened over 
the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a 
single television network from owning stations that broadcast to more 
than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company from owning 
more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially 
important if we are to protect our nation from the very real dangers 
of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous 
press is a necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy. 
I n  recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the 
presentation of a broad range of political views have become 
increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio 
and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, 
the dumbing-down of political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery 
have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership 
regulations point to new media avenues like cable television and the 
Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar 
names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans 
receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends 
repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business 
"efficiencies," yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the 
rights of consumers not corporations. 

AS part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for 
the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and 
independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on 
media ownership consolidation. 



I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary 
citizens to hear their views, rather than to the well-paid lobbyists 
o f  those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's 
rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

David Hughes 
2700 Butler Ave. 
Cos Angeles, CA 90064 
de.hughes@verizon.net 

mailto:de.hughes@verizon.net
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Martha Bushnell 
502 Ord Drive ~- 
Boulder, CO 80303-4732 
USA 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communication3 Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
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Chairman MictiAel Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, OC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

Please strengthen, not  repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent 
near to ta l  concentration of ownership in the hands of a f&yV 
corporations. The current domination of t he  radio, broadqapt, and 
newspaper industries by a few campanies is already daqa ing our 
drrnocracy. Over the past decade ownership restriction? h I ve been 
loosened. Prevent a single company from owning more than eight rqdio 
stations in the same market. 

Democracy in the US is threatened If we qre not protected from the  
very reai dangers o f  media monopolies. In recent decadqs responsible 
n e b s  coverage and the presentation o f  a broad range of pplitical v$ws 
have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains bop control 
nearly all radio and television stations. 

Do not support gutt ing the FCC's media ownership regulafigns. The 
radio, televlsiot?. and newspapel media can not  be replacpq by  cable 
television and the Internet. These media are also dominate@ by the game 
corporations. The massive telecommunications lobby defends repeal of 
ownership regulations as a source of  new business "efficiencies." It is 
the FCC's responsibility t o  defend the rights of  consumers not 
corporations. 

Please support the free marketplace of  ideas created by a free, diverse 
a i ~ d  indeper~def~t  press by strenytlieniny current limits on niedra 
ownership consolidation. Please inform the public through khe many 
media ave!nues t o  hear their b iews .  rather than t o  the &el(-paid 
iobbyists o f  those who stand t o  benefit financially from changing the 
FCC's rules. I wil l  be ha l t ing for your response. ! 

Martha Bushnell, Ph.D. 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell. 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent 
near total concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current 
domination of the radio, broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is 
already damaging our democracy. For example, ownership restrictions keep a single 
television network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the 
nation's homes or a single company from owning more than eight radio stations in the 
same market. These same ownership restrictions, already dramatically loosened over the 
past decade, are crucially important if we are to protect our nation from the very real 
dangcrs of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a 
necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, 
responsible news coverage and the presentation o f a  broad range of political views have 
becomc increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio and 
television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of 
political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's 
mainstream media. 

Those privare interests \;ho support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point 
to new media avenues like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find 
the same handful of familiar iiames dominating what information the vast majority of 
Americans receive on a daily basis. 'The massive telecommunications lobby defends 
repeal of ownership regulations as a source cf new business "efficiencies," yet i t  is the 
FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free 
marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting 
and strengthening current limits on media ownership consolidation. 

I also want to urge you i n  the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their 
views, rather than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially 
from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing whcre you stand on this important issue 

Sincerely , 

Mr. Rui Carlos da Cunha 





September 17, 2002 

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Ft-drral Communications ('cinitiission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washmgton. DC 205.54 

Dear IC('  ('hairman Michael Powell. 

I a m  writing to urge you to strengthen, not repzal. Uic few reniaining rules that prevent near total 
c(vicm.tration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
ImLJas t  and ne\vspapxr inCu:!ries by 3 handful ot'companics is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade. ownership restrictions that. for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stiiiuits h a ;  hroadcdst to more than 35 pcrcenl @?(lie nation's homes or c single com.pny 
from owning more than eight radio stations in thr same market. are aii.;ially imporlmt ifwe are to pralect 
our nation lrani  thc ver) rc'al dangers o f  nirdi'a nionopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers uudr.rstod, a tiec. divenc and vigorous press is a ne.,txsary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning dmwcracy. In recent decades. huwcvcr, rcsponsible news coverage and the prtsentation of  a 
hroad range of political vicws have become increasingly threatcned. Corpratc rhains now control nearly all 
radio and television stattons. Massive budget cutbacks fur news Jepartments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery havc hecoine the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
I k e  cable television and the Internet. Ilere, too, however, we find the same handful  of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Amencaas receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommuaications lohby,dsfends repeal. of o w e r s h p  repilations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

.As part of  your 90-day c o r n a t  period. I. am asking you to shod up for the 6ec marketulace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to  urge y?u in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to bear their views, rather 
than to the weU-paid lobbyisb of those who stand to benefit financially from changing ~e FCC's rules 

. .  

1 look forward to hearing where you stand this important issue. , I .  

P%cerely, ~, 
.i( , , 
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I ;iko want to u g e  yo11 in the strongest m n v  to rmch out to ordinary citueus to hear t b e u  views, nther 
11mi 10 the well-paid lol,l,yists of those who staud to benefit fiuaucinUy from chaugiug tlre FCC's rules. 

I louk f&v:ird tu healmg where you stand ou ths IlnporLanI issue, 


